16 MARSHALL AND THE CONSTITUTION
had achieved a great diplomatic reputation in the ne-
gotiations of 1782, and possessed the political back-
ing of the powerful Livingston family of New York.
The Judiciary Act provided for two terms of
court annually, one commencing the first Monday
of February, and the other on the first Monday of
August. On February 2, 1790, the Court opened
its doors for the first time in an upper room of the
Exchange in New York City. Up to the February
term of 1793 it had heard but five cases, and until
the accession of Marshall it had decided but fifty-
five. The justices were largely occupied in what
one of them described as their "post-boy duties,"
that is, in riding their circuits. At first the justices
rode in pairs and were assigned to particular cir-
cuits. As a result of this practice, the Southern
justices were forced each year to make two trips of
nearly two thousand miles each and, in order to
hold court for two weeks, often passed two months
on the road. In 1792, however, Congress changed
the law to permit the different circuits to be taken
in turn and by single justices, and in the meantime
the Court had, in 1791, followed the rest of the
Government to Philadelphia, a rather more central
seat. Then, in 1802, the abolition of the August
term eased the burdens of the justices still more.